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Center-Set Thought 


Humanity is territorial. 
We mark out the familiar, 
categorizing life between the 
known and the other. Whether it's 
the in-group of family or what 
belongs on a pizza, we create 
boundaries between what is proper 
and desired versus what 


Christ as any other denomination. 
Baptists do not talk only about 
salvation, at least in my experience. 
Evangelicals may often focus on 
the charismatic parts of the gospel, 
the passionate power of the blood, 
but is that necessarily a bad thing? 
We all have 


we decide does not 
belong. 

This is a useful tool 
and trait. Without these 
kinds of judgements, 
we may open ourselves 
up to risky situations. 
Secrets needn't always 
be shared with 
strangers on the streets; 
or deadly nightshade is 
called deadly for a rea- 
son. Marking out our 
territories and bound- 
aries, we protect 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead Mennonite 
Church 


strengths and 

focuses. But I feel that 
we often focus too 
much on those 
differences and take 
them as prescriptive, 
implying that there is a 
boundary where there 
needn't be. 

Take for example 
baptism. Some sects 
believe that baptism is 
a choice that an 
individual must make 
after gaining a mature 


ourselves and build 
communities. 

From what I've seen 
of Christianity, religion 
has similar patterns. 


denomination and write 
out the creeds and rules 
that set that group apart 
from others, the things 
believed as opposed to 
what others believe, the 
behaviors that we 
create and claim to be 
strong markers of a 
healthy Christian life. 


We are swift to claim a P 
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Denominations are 
meant to be unifiers, but often they 
are dividers separating into factions 
the body of Christ by groups that 
claim moral superiority over the 
others. I've heard about "those 
Evangelicals," said with a pejora- 
tive sneer, who are shallow and fo- 
cused too much on the 
sensationalism of a 
miraculous saviour. I've heard of 
"those Baptists" and their one-note 
sermons that never go past 
salvation, failing to equip 
Christians for a life of service by 
leaving unexplained what disciple- 
ship might mean. My father just 
explained to a well-meaning 
coworker that "those Mennonites" 
are not, in fact, a branch of the 
Amish people or technology- 
deprived. I've heard more than a 
few times that Mennonites are a 
cult rather than a part of the 
Christian body. 

These stereotypes often fail to 
paint a whole picture. Mennonites 
do not necessarily live without 
technology and are certainly as 
legitimate a member of the body of 


understanding of their need for 
salvation. 

Some think childhood baptism 
is just as legitimate. Some think 
full immersion is necessary for it 
to be effective. Some think a 
sprinkling is enough. Some think 
baptism is a necessary step in 
Christianity while others see it as a 
type of public confession where the 
confession, not the water, is what is 
important, not seeing baptism as 
mandatory to a Christian life. 

There are so many different 
ways to interpret baptism with 
different denominations claiming 
that their interpretation is the 
correct one. Baptism is only one 
such subject in a long list. What 
clothes should be worn; what food 
should be eaten; what instruments 
should be used for praise; what 
language should be used to read the 
Bible. Different denominations 
claim the proper way to do and 
believe these types of things are of 
paramount importance to faith. 

Yet taking such extremes to 
their conclusions, I shudder at the 


bleak picture. Say that when Jesus 
commanded baptism, he did mean 
it as mandatory and full immersion. 

Does that mean that whatever 
denominations believe that to be 
true are correct and everyone else 
is not actually a member of the 
body of Christ? 

I think God is bigger than the 
differences in belief that we 
encounter. To that end, I am 
reminded of a way of thinking a 
pastor of mine once taught me. 

Rather than focusing on the 
edges or boundaries of our 
beliefs—the proper way to baptise, 
or whether food sacrificed to idols 
is sacrilegious if eaten—and using 
those edges to determine who does 
or does not fit within the proper 
Christian way, my pastor instead 
encouraged center-set thinking that 
gave precedence to the core belief. 

We believe in God, the father, 
the creator of the universe. 

We believe that God's son 
sacrificed himself to ensure a 
restored, healthy relationship with 
his creation. 

We believe that God has made a 
way through his spirit to allow that 
proper relationship to grow and 
flourish, not just on an individual 
level, but for Humanity at large and 
all creation beyond. 

With such beliefs held tight, the 
other things fall away as being of 
lesser importance. The center has 
been staked; we may not all agree 
that baptism can be sprinkled or 
that God will grant us prosperity in 
all our endeavors, but we can trust 
that, with the core secure, we as a 
body are tethered to our creator. 
Instead of claiming denominations 
as boundaries that separate us from 
each other, we would instead keep 
certain of our common ground and 
use that as a basis for relationship. 

This is not to say that I think 
we can't or shouldn't discuss 
differences in beliefs. However, 
center-set thinking may reduce the 
prejudice we bring to the discus- 
sion. Rather than talking about 
"those Baptists," we can remember 
that they and I and you have a 
common center. 

"Those Mennonites" might not 


be written off as a backwards cult if 


we keep in mind, first, that they 
also believe in God the creator and 
his son's sacrifice. When we relate 
to others, whatever the denomi- 
nation, let us interact with a mind- 
set of love, remembering that we 
are all God's children, no matter 
how the nuances of our faiths 
differ. 
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After 70 years of 
music, Burt Bacarach 
passed away on Feb. 8th 
at the age of 94. 

I was saddened and 
reminded of his death 
earlier this week, as I was getting the last of my 
Valentine’s Day goodies, and overheard a worker at a 
local store. 

“I hate Valentine’s Day,” she said. “We should show 
our love for people every day.” 

Stricken by the paradox of her comment, it rolled 
around in my head: how can you love people every 
day, if you don’t like Valentine’s Day? 

And while I understand that Valentine’s Day has 
become synonymous with romantic love, popularized 
by greeting cards, movies, music, etc., I think we’ve 
forgotten that we can love more than just our signifi- 
cant others; whether we have one or not. 

Sure, if you're blessed to have that special someone, 
shower them with Valentine’s Day awesomeness, or 
not, completely your decision. 

But if you don’t, that doesn’t mean you couldn’t 
have appreciated the holiday any less. 

Instead, I pray you took the time to tell, better yet 
show, family/friends/pets how much you appreciate 
them. 

Everyone loves to be acknowledged — Valentine’s 
Day should be a celebration of love, no matter who it’s 
on 


So while I agree that we should definitely show our 
love for people every day, I don’t hate Valentine’s Day, 
never have, never will. 

Even when I was single, and with no one to wine or 
dine with, I made it a point of getting candy, cards, and 
all the fun stuff I could for everyone I considered dear 
to me, still do. 

And in those years it was just me, I took myself out, 
usually to a movie; something I still enjoy doing solo 
today, married with a kid and a dog. 

Because here’s the thing, even if it’s just you, you 
can still love yourself. 

“Of course, I love myself, don’t be ridiculous”, 
you’re probably saying. 

Really? Cause if you did, you wouldn’t beat your- 
self up about a day that celebrates love, you would use 
that opportunity to celebrate you, love on yourself! 

Be kind to yourself, each and everyday, you deserve 
it. And know this, even if know one told you, on 
Valentine’s Day or lately: I love you! 

Especially if you took the time to read this, I 
appreciate you even more, so cheers to you my friend! 

Just like the Blues Brothers sang, “Everybody, 
needs somebody to love...I need you, you, you.” 

And after you give that song a listen, check out one 
of Burt Bacarach’s most famous songs written with 
longtime collaborator Hal David, ‘What the World 
Needs Now is Love’, sung by Jackie DeShannon. 

The world now more than ever needs it, and it 
needs you too. And not just on Valentine’s Day either. 
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In the face of teen gun violence, Miami YFC provides a safe haven 


Unfortunately, gun violence among 
teen communities is only on the rise. 
Due to the increase in gun homicides 
among children and teenagers during 
2020, gun deaths have surpassed ve- 
hicle-related deaths as the leading cause 
of death for Americans ages | to 17. 
School shootings are becoming frequent 
across the country. 

Since the Columbine High School 
massacre in 1999, 311,000 students 
have experienced gun violence 
at 331 schools, resulting in the 
deaths of at least 185 children 
and educators as well as another 
369 injured by nonfatal gun 
wounds. 

One such tragedy was the 
Parkland school shooting in 
South Florida on February 14, 
2018. The community was 
horrified at the loss of 17 
innocent lives. The shooter pled 
guilty and was sentenced to life 
in prison without parole in 
November 2022, but those 
impacted by this act of senseless 


When it comes to gun violence in the 
community, Miami YFC Executive 
Director Tia Diaz-Balart and the rest of 
the staff and volunteers work to create a 
safe space for youth struggling within a 
community where violence is common. 

“After the Parkland shooting, our 
whole community was heartbroken,” 
said Diaz-Balart. “We at YFC began to 
wonder what might have happened if 
the troubled teens who commit these 
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foster a safe community for teens in the 
area. Catalyst Hip-Hop, part of YFC’s 
City Life ministry, provides a safe and 
positive venue for youth involved in the 
Hip-Hop culture to break dance, create 
positive graphic art, DJ and emcee, 
while connecting to the positive 
message of Jesus Christ. 

Catalyst Director David Arnaez has 
witnessed firsthand the influence a 
comforting, positive outreach can have 


violence are still reeling from 
the 

sudden loss of loved ones five years 
later. 

Youth For Christ’s (YFC, 
www.yfc.net) Miami chapter has been 
invested in the Miami area schools since 
1948. Miami Youth for Christ works 
together with other like-minded partners 
to help young people make good 
choices, establish a solid foundation for 
life, and positively impact the world 
around them. Miami YFC is committed 
to empowering the children, youth, and 
families in the community by providing 
faith-based services that enhance their 
emotional, spiritual, physical, and 
educational well-being through 
educational and outreach programs. 
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tragic acts had people in their lives who 
would love on them and care for them 
the way YFC does. It really created this 
urgency to reach youth everywhere with 
the love of Christ before it’s too late. 
“Unfortunately, gun violence still 
happens in this area. Recently, one of 
the students in our juvenile justice mini- 
stry had his home shot at in a drive-by 
shooting. Thankfully, he and his mother 
are safe, and YFC had the resources 
from the community to ensure their 
safety, including providing them with 
alternative shelter and helping expedite 
his legal proceedings to transfer him to 
a safer area.” 

In the face of such turmoil, Miami 
YFC has many unique resources to 
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in the lives of troubled youth. 

“Recently, we had a 12-year-old boy 
join Catalyst who seemed very 
confident and sure of himself,” said 
Arnaez. “There was nothing out of the 
ordinary about him and he seemed to fit 
in well with the other kids. After almost 
three weeks in our community, he 
reached out to a girl in our group and 
sent her a video of what looked like 
someone committing suicide with a gun. 
The girl immediately told her father, 
who told her to cut off communication 
with the boy. When she told our team 
later, she also mentioned to us that the 
boy bragged to her in school about 
having a gun at home. We immediately 
contacted the school and law 
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enforcement, and they investigated the 
issue. It turns out that while there was 
no gun in the home, his uncle was 
kidnapped and held at gunpoint just a 
few years prior and he was in intense 
therapy to get over the incident.” 

“These situations are incredibly 
serious, and while the schools and 
families are doing everything they can, 
these kids enmeshed in gun culture here 
need more,” said Diaz-Balart. “They 
need someone to confide in who they 
know has their best interests at heart. 
Having a safe, loving, nurturing, caring 
environment where they know that 
they’re heard and can trust the leaders 
with important and sensitive 
information is vital for the safety of the 
community — and can even save lives.’ 

YFC chapters impact thousands of 
communities across the nation, seeking 
out and serving youth from all walks of 
life. Young people are silently 
struggling through a wide variety of 
challenging issues—and through the 
YFC ministry, God empowers them and 
they see the living power of a loving 
God. YFC trains its leaders in a proven, 
relational ministry model called 
3Story®, which encourages staff and 
volunteers to be good news while also 
sharing the stories of the Good News of 
Jesus. It involves building relationships 
through the ups and downs of everyday 
life to lead people to Christ. 

YFC has been a pillar of missional 
ministry since 1944, when Dr. Billy 
Graham served as YFC’s first full-time 
staff member. Since then, Youth For 
Christ has continued to be both a rural 
and urban ministry on mission, and it is 
always about the message of Jesus. 
Youth For Christ operates in over 100 
nations and has over 130 chapters that 
impact communities across America. 
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Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when you're buying or selling! 


FOR THE BEST 
RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
BEST! 


